Governor’s education funding proposal advances to full House
On Wednesday, June 4, by a vote of 23-5, the House Education Committee approved a bill proposed by the committee’s majority chairman, state Rep. James Roebuck, aimed at implementing the Governor’s proposed education funding formula. 

House Bill 2449 would enact a permanent school funding formula based on the General Assembly’s Costing-Out Study (November 2007) and fully fund it in no more than six years. 
Since 1991 Pennsylvania has not had a functioning school funding formula that properly accounts for current enrollment, costs, or the resources needed to enable all students to meet the state’s academic expectations. School districts cannot rely from year to year on any predictable amount of state support because Pennsylvania does not have a formula that spells out the basis of state aid. This has become particularly problematic since Act 1 has required districts to adopt preliminary budgets before the Governor’s annual budget proposal to the General Assembly. 

The Costing-Out Study commissioned by the General Assembly showed that 471 of the 501 school districts are under-funded. Now there is the data and information needed to develop a sound school funding formula that is based upon the principles of adequacy, equity, accountability, efficiency, and predictability. House Bill 2449 takes a major step in that direction. 

The Pennsylvania Association of School Business Officials (PASBO) has joined the Pennsylvania School Funding Campaign (PSFC) in supporting the legislation as well as improvements PSFC thinks the General Assembly should make to the Governor’s proposal. After long consideration, however, PSFC concluded that the bill should move forward without amendment until such time that all parties are engaged in further conversations about the final School Code bill. 

Now that the legislation has advanced out of committee, and the budget process is proceeding, PSFC will seek its four amendments including paying a higher state share of funding to districts with limited local wealth; including a plan to address special education; assuring transition funding for all districts of at least 2%; and applying additional accountability provisions only to districts that fail to make adequate yearly progress (AYP). 

Please continue to take action and tell your local legislators the importance of public education funding to you and your community and that you want them to make a permanent fix to our broken education funding system this spring. 

Use PASBO’s Legislative Action Network at http://capwiz.com/pasbo/home/ to contact your member of the House of Representatives and Senate today.
