PDE-417 (7/01)

MANDATE WAIVER PROGRAM APPLICATION

School District/IU/AVTS: Upper Moreland Township School District
Board Adoption Date:  February 24, 2009
Superintendent/Executive Director:  Dr. Robert Milrod
Contact Person:  Michael J. Braun, Business Manager / Board Secretary
President, Board of Directors: Dr. David Hakes


Telephone Number and Fax:  215.830.1505 / 215.659.3421
      







E-mail address:  mbraun@umtsd.org
SECTION 1 - Law/Regulation/Standard to be waived.  Please provide the appropriate legal citation and specify the provision(s) from which relief is sought.
The Upper Moreland Township School District (District) seeks a waiver of 24 PS 8-807.1(a). In lieu of newspapers of general circulation, the District seeks to publish notices for 3 weeks on the District’s official Internet website using hypertext markup language (HTML) format, or an equivalent language format, or in a community paper of mass dissemination, which refers to a locally circulated printed publication that is at least four pages long, issued at least on a weekly basis, includes information on local and general happenings, miscellaneous reading material, editorial comments, community announcements and commercial and classified ads, and is distributed by audited carriers to all known addresses within a political subdivision.
SECTION 2 - Specify need for waiver.

Newspaper ad rates for notices required under section 807.1(a) are costly. The District estimates it spends approximately $13,000 - $20,000 annually complying with this requirement. The District maintains that community papers are a reasonable option to the current advertising requirements contained in the section. Moreover, the current newspaper requirement included in section 807.1(a) is outdated and fails to recognize current technology. The District has determined it could see a yearly savings of approximately $13,000 to $20,000 in current advertising costs by utilizing electronic publication and community papers of mass dissemination to publish notices required under 24 PS 8-807.1(a). 

SECTION 3 - Explain how the waiver will enable the school district, IU or AVTS to 1) improve its instructional program and/or 2) operate in a more effective, efficient or economical manner.

Electronic publication and community papers of mass dissemination would save taxpayer dollars as well as provide citizens with more convenient and immediate access to notices in their school districts and enable them to follow how district revenues are spent. Though there may appear to be no direct impact on the instructional program, financial savings will result from utilizing less expensive alternatives to newspaper advertisement rates. Such savings will indirectly benefit all of the District’s programs.
SECTION 4 - Explain benefits to be obtained by the waiver, and supply supporting data and information.

This waiver would benefit the District in so far as it would enable it to streamline and expedite the advertising process for purchases while also saving advertising costs. Again, the District estimates it will see a yearly savings of approximately $13,000 to $20,000 in current advertising costs by using electronic publication or community papers of mass dissemination.

SECTION 5 – If the purpose of the waiver is to improve the instructional program, please explain how the program will operate under the waiver.

Not applicable.
SECTION 6 – Describe the evaluation procedure that will be used to determine: 1) the effectiveness of an innovative program; 2) the effectiveness of a revised instructional program, which shall include measures of student performance; and 3) the effectiveness of changes in the operations of the school district, IU or AVTS.

Effectiveness will be evaluated by monitoring advertisements that would have been required to be given in newspapers of general circulation to determine if the new advertising options have had a marked effect on school finances and informing citizens. The District will evaluate the cost savings from reducing advertising expenditures to determine whether or not this Mandate Waiver had material effect on the District’s overall advertising budget and purchasing operation.

AFFIRMATION

We affirm that this application was adopted by the attached resolution of the Board of School Directors/Board of Control at a regularly scheduled meeting of the board.  The school board’s solicitor has reviewed the application and has determined that in waiving 24 PS 8-807.1(a), the Upper Moreland Township School District will not violate any court order, state law or federal law.                 
We acknowledge that it is the board’s responsibility to ensure that implementation of the waiver will be consistent with the terms of any court order, collective bargaining agreement or contract by which the board is bound.

Affirmed this date:  _____/_____/_____
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Superintendent, Dr. Robert Milrod
    

__________________________________________
   








President, Board of Directors, Dr. David Hakes
SEAL






Taken, sworn and subscribed before me,

 

this ______ day of _________________A.D. _______

 ____________________________________________


